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Execu�ve Remark 

The COVID19 pandemic posed a major threat to public health across the world in 2020. In 
Nigeria, the index case was officially recorded on the 27th of February. Responding to 
WHO and NCDC guidelines for the preven�on of spread of the virus, The Nigeria Ffederal 
and State Government ini�ated a complete suspension of movement restric�ons and 
curfews, and closure of non-essen�al economic ac�vity, including schools and markets.

Since the index case of the novel corona virus (COVID19) was recorded in Nigeria, we have 
witnessed a flurry of ac�vity from several state governments and a presiden�al order for 
social distancing and isola�on, specifically focused on the FCT, Lagos and Ogun, on March 
29, 2020. This was followed by the approval of interven�on funds to support a na�onal 
response and alleviate the effects of the lockdown on the most vulnerable ci�zens.

A�er monitoring implementa�on of these direc�ves and interven�ons for the last 10 
days, we note with sadness that an important cons�tuent of vulnerable Nigerians has not 
been planned for Almajiri children and the en�re system that supports them cannot 
survive a business-as-usual approach to the demands of the rapidly escala�ng pandemic.
Whereas, formal schools in different parts of the country have been suspended to control 
the likely spread of the pandemic within their vicini�es, similar measures have not been 
implemented in Almajiri schools. Considering the already dire living condi�ons of Almajiri 
children, especially with regards to sanita�on, feeding and personal hygiene, we believe 
there is no environment of graver risk of spreading the virus than these establishments.

To fill some of these gaps, ACRI, with 
support from UNICEF, designed and 

implemented an interven�on to 
enhance COVID19 risk response 

preparedness of the Almajiri 
An ecosystem in Nigeria.
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Almajiri child rights day 2020 webinar 
As part of the commemora�on of the 2020 Almajiri Child Rights Day, Almajiri Child Rights Ini�a�ve (ACRI) hosted a webinar on 27 May 2020 with the 
theme Future of Almajiri children in a post covid world. The goal of the event was to analyze recent ini�a�ves introduced by state governments on 
the future of the Almajiri system. Discussions centred around the implica�ons of these ini�a�ves as well some of the concerns the ini�a�ves raised 
in the ongoing efforts to ensure that all children are protected in northern Nigeria going forward. During the session, panellists brought their 
perspec�ves on how to best achieve the Almajiri Child Goals (Protec�on, Nutri�on, Shelter, Healthcare and Educa�on) within the current context of 
northern Nigeria.

Two separate webinar discussion were held with 
the Kaduna State Governor Nasir Elrufai at one of 
the event and Governor of Kano State Abdullahi 
Ganduje at the second Webinar with UNICEF 
country representa�ve, Hon Minster for women 
affairs and other stakeholders as a panellist.  The 
panel discussion allowed reflec�ons on how 
lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic can serve as 
catalysts for greater commitments, more sustain-
able and inclusive approaches to educa�on, and 
social inclusion of Almajiri children.
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World Children Day Webinar
As part of the commemora�on of World Children’s Day 2020, the Almajiri Child Rights Ini�a�ve(ACRI) in partnership with UNICEF and the EU hosted 
a high level webinar to discuss the implica�ons of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs 2030) on the welfare of Almajiri children. Nigeria has 
pledged – along with the rest of the world – to implement the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. Under the SDGs, every single child has the 
right to quality educa�on, food, to clean water and to good health and well-being, and protec�on from violence and exploita�on. It is key that governments 
and the ECOWAS, in collabora�on with civil society and ins�tu�ons like the EU and UN, to bring solu�ons that are consistent with children rights. 

l 

Addressing the rights of all children is a priority. Without genuine solu�ons 
to the future of Almajiri, the ambi�on of securing educa�on for all cannot 
be met and security challenges will increase. The event consider the 
current situa�on and need for social inclusion of marginalized and vulnerable 
children in Nigeria, with a par�cular focus on the situa�on of Almajiri children. 
The goal is to ini�ate a first mul�-ins�tu�onal and regional framework to 
map medium and long-term policy ac�ons that will address the Almajiri 
phenomenon, protect child rights and guarantee a brighter future for children 
in the region. 

Panelist includes ; UN Deputy secretary genera
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ALMAJIRI 
CHILD 
GOALS 

PROTECTION, NUTRITION, 
SHELTER, HEALTHCARE 

AND EDUCATION
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UNITED NATIONS AT 75 DIALOGUE 

To commemorate the UN 75th anniversary, the United Na�ons stated the UN75 ini�a�ve dialogues, to reach as many people as 
possible, listen to their hopes and fears, and learn from their ideas and experiences. As COVID-19 poses a global threat, the 
need to protect everyone, everywhere and to ensure no one is le� behind becomes of great interest. The UN SDG ac�on com-
mi�ee organized a UN75 Dialogue on the topic of ‘Building an Inclusive Society’ in a Zoom webinar where the ACRI team lead 
was a panellist. Other panellist included UN under-secretary-general, UN SDG Global director marina Pon� and four others 
from Brazil, Botswana and Malawi.

The discussion centred around how society can unite in solidarity, to empower vulnerable peoples, and how we protect the 
dignity of every human being. ACRI team lead shares his perspec�ve and experience rela�ng to the challenges to global cooper-
a�on that COVID-19 has highlighted and pathways forward to build an inclusive society.

almajirichildrights.org
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ACRI Team was invited to speak at the 12th Bola Tinubu Colloquium, with the theme: 'The Future is Here: 
Innova�on in Basic Educa�on at the Eko Conven�on Centre, Lagos to mark the Birthday of Bola Ahmed Tinubu. 
The Colloquium convened by Nigeria’s Vice President  Prof Yemi Osibanjo is a pla�orm for sharing knowledge, 

experience and informa�on around socio-economic and governance issues.

Bola Tinubu Colloquium 2020
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INTERVENTIONS AND STRATEGIC 
POLICY ADVOCACY ACROSS THE STATES .

ACRI respond to the Covid was both in terms of humanitarian support and con�nued policy advocacy and strategic engage-
ments with relevant stakeholders across the states. Below are the ac�vi�es of ACRI across 8 states in the North.

almajirichildrights.org
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Since the outbreak of the Covid in Nigeria, ACRI head quter 
made several efforts in reaching cri�cal stakeholders to 
respond to the vulnerability of Almajiri children . at the begin-
ning of the lockdown, the team in Abuja had reached the secre-
tariat of presiden�al task force on covid , Office of the speaker 
house of representa�ve , humanitarian affairs ministry and 
UNICEF to Inlcude vulnerable Almajiri children in the covid 19 
respond. Media sensi�za�on on need for government respond 
to Almajiri were done in 2 radio states in the FCT. 
About 300 Almajiri children were reached with food items to 
support them during the lock down in Dutse Alhaji, Uye and 
Karu area in the FCT. face masks and sensi�za�on on Covid 19 
were also part of the interven�ons.

ABUJA. 
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ACRI in Kano worked with the state government to provide 700 Almajiri 
children that were to be repatriated back to their communi�es with 
Food pallia�ves to support their families. they were also sensi�ze on 
the covid 19 protocols and Hygiene prac�ce. We also had several radio 
program in the state on the plight of Almajiri children and Covid 19 in 
the state.
ACRI also presented a copy of the Policy recommenda�ons on the 
future of Almajrii children during and post Covid 19 to the commission-
er for educa�on in the state.

KATSINA 
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ACRI Team paid a courtesy visit to the Secretary to the State Govern-
ment, Commissioner for Educa�on and Emir of Gujba and Fune LGA of 
Yobe state to brief them about the upcoming Na�onal Summit on 
Almajirci schedule for next year 2021.
They pledged their support and commitment towards addressing the 
Almajiri situa�on, promising to implement resolu�ons of the summit 
at community level and among their subjects.

YOBE

ACRI in Kano worked with the state government to provide 700 Almajiri 
children that were to be repatriated back to their communi�es with Food 
pallia�ves to support their families. they were also sensi�ze on the covid 
19 protocols and Hygiene prac�ce. We also had several radio program in 
the state on the plight of Almajiri children and Covid 19 in the state.
ACRI also presented a copy of the Policy recommenda�ons on the future of 
Almajrii children during and post Covid 19 to the commissioner for educa-
�on in the state.

KANO
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ACRI team in Niger  meet with the execu�ve director of  Niger state 
child right agencies  to present acri policy document. At the peak of 
covid, acri donated 200 face mask to Almajiri Children that were repa-
traited from Niger state. We also held radio program

NASSARAWANIGER

Acri team met with Nassarawa state governor to introduce the almajiri 
child goals and the class model respec�vely as an indicator and frame work 
for sustainable implementa�on of interven�ons towards addressing the 
almajiri crisis. 
The Team also met with the secretary to the State Government who is 
heading the commi�ee for the implementa�on.
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ACRI Mee�ng with House of Representa�ves member, Hon 
Kakale and the permanent secretary Sokoto state Women 
Affairs ministry on the situa�on of Almajiri children in Sokoto 
state amidst Covid19 a copy of the ACRI policy recommenda-
�ons on how states should respond to Almajiri children during 
Covid19 and beyond was presented by ACRI Team lead to the 
Government officials  The team were also at a community 
100km to Niger Republic to meet with the Repatriated Almajiri 
Children from Niger State.

SOKOTO

As part of our ac�vi�es to engage Stakeholders, on the ban and Repa-
tria�on of the Almajiri Children and what needs to be done from 
legal, educa�onal, social-cultural, and religious perspec�ves to 
ensure the children have both type of educa�on within their commu-
ni�es in other to prevent them from returning  to the street. Acri 
team paid a visit to some Tsangaya Centres in Bauchi State to engage 
with the mallams on the issues of the repatriated Almajiri Children.

BAUCHI
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Hundreds of Almajiri children were stranded when their centers were 
forced to close in responding to the Kaduna state direc�ve for all 
schools to be closed. ACRI team in Kaduna state reached out to the 
State government to provide vehicles for ALmajiri to return to their 
communi�es. A total of 34,000 were eventually benefited from our 
call. 
ACRI worked with UNICEF, street child UK and Goverment to provide 
a total of 600 Almajiri children that were being repatriated in and out 
of the state with Pallia�ve to support their reintegra�on with their 
families in 6 communi�es in the state.  Our team also had several 
Radio programs on the plight of Almajiri in the state. 
We also presented ACRI policy recommenda�on to the state commis-
sioner of humanitarian affairs and made presenta�ons at the Kaduna 
state commi�ee for the implementa�on of child protec�on law.

KADUNA

almajirichildrights.org
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UNICEF and ACRI design and implemented COVID19-related interven�ons 
completed in two states of Kaduna and Sokoto state.

UNICEF 
PROJECT

almajirichildrights.org
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The interven�ons were targeted at improving the capacity of government and non-governmental child protec�on actors, imme-
diate families, communi�es, community leaders and government authori�es to respond to the COVID19 risk response strate-

gies adopted by the Federal and State governments with respect to Almajiri children in general.
Interven�ons were conducted in two states in Northern Nigeria across a total of thirty communi�es. Over 1200 stakeholders 

and 240 Almajiri were reached.

The project brought to fore the reali�es of Almajiri children, their families, communi�es and Mallams within the context of 
Nigeria’s COVID19 risk response strategy. It highlights recommenda�ons that could be deployed to tackle some of the iden�fied 

challenges and ensure improved access to educa�on, greater protec�on from exploita�on and harm, and significantly be�er 
outcomes for the vulnerable Almajiri children in Nigeria.

almajirichildrights.org

UNICEF 
PROJECT
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MacArthur/Cislac 
Project
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The Almajiri Child Rights Ini�a�ve in partnership with Civil Society 
Legisla�ve Advocacy (CISLAC) with Support from MacArthur Founda-
�on in December engaged in a community base survey on Tracking 
back to street Almajiri Children in Niger, Bauchi and Sokoto State. This 
assessment was done to evaluate the effec�veness of the Ban of 
Almajiri by Northern Governors forum to collate opinion that can 
inform policy change and bring about ac�ons from the focus state 
Governors.
Using a two-step process of evidence-based survey, a tool was devel-
oped to establish the current state of the children and also to show 
that these children are back to the street. A 30- day assessment was 
conducted at various loca�ons of event which was followed by a cri�-
cal stakeholders’ engagement conducted in Bauchi, Niger and Yobe 
state respec�vely. The result of the survey was set, used and dissemi-
nated as a tool to engage with policy makers at the various state of 
engagement. The result is set to build and inspire policy ac�ons and 
highlights implica�ons of the current state of the Almajiri system in 
the country using Bauchi, Niger and Yobe state as a case study. 

The Almajiri Child Rights Ini�a�ve in partnership with Civil Society 
Legisla�ve Advocacy (CISLAC) with Support from MacArthur Founda-
�on in December engaged in a community base survey on Tracking 
back to street Almajiri Children in Niger, Bauchi and Sokoto State. This 
assessment was done to evaluate the effec�veness of the Ban of 
Almajiri by Northern Governors forum to collate opinion that can 
inform policy change and bring about ac�ons from the focus state 
Governors.
Using a two-step process of evidence-based survey, a tool was devel-
oped to establish the current state of the children and also to show 
that these children are back to the street. A 30- day assessment was 
conducted at various loca�ons of event which was followed by a cri�-
cal stakeholders’ engagement conducted in Bauchi, Niger and Yobe 
state respec�vely. The result of the survey was set, used and dissemi-
nated as a tool to engage with policy makers at the various state of 
engagement. The result is set to build and inspire policy ac�ons and 
highlights implica�ons of the current state of the Almajiri system in 
the country using Bauchi, Niger and Yobe state as a case study. 
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LEAP AFRICA project 
ACRI with support from LEAP Africa, DOW and CITI Bank developed 
and implemented COVID-19 Food Aid Response for 200 vulnerable 
Almajiri children in Dutse Alhaji and Life camp in FCT Abuja. The 
Response by ACRI and LEAP Africa include:

And also conducted a sensi�za�on exercise on COVID-19 Preven�on and response for Almajiri children. Supported by the Sokoto State 
Ministry of Women Affairs who supported in the mobiliza�on of the children and the District Head (Tradi�onal Leader).

Feeding of 200 Almajiri children for 2 weeks 

Distribu�on of Face Masks for 200 Almajiri 
Children

3 Sensi�za�on sessions for 200 Almajiri chil-
dren on the importance of Personal Hygiene 
and hand washing

Distributed food and Non-Food items for 120 
Almajiris in Kajiji, Shagari LGA, Sokoto State 

almajirichildrights.org
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With support from Street Child in collabora�on with Kaduna, Kano and Katsina State Government we provided 2000 Repatriat-
ed Almajiri Children in Kaduna,Kano and Katsina state with Food and Non Food items as part of covid 19 Support.

almajirichildrights.org

Street child UK Project 
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Almacare 
Health 
Ini��atve

In 2019 we launched the Alma Health Care in Jos medical Health 
Care Services for Almajiri Children , This project was launched to 
provide free medical care and treatment for Almajiri Children when 
ever they are sick.under this project we have also renovated, 
Furnished and equipped with Modern Facilii�es an Almajiri School in  
Kaduna, Uniforms were also provided for the children.
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ACRI Team lead was a guest at the Public Eye show hosted by
Funmi Iyanda at Lagos Oya Media Studios, NTA Good morning Nigeria show with UBEC execu�ve director to discuss issues 

around Almajiri child right crisis. Acri team lead and state coordinators also featured on several radio programmes in Abuja, 
Bauchi, Kano, Kaduna, Katsina, Niger, Yobe and Borno state to amplify the plight of Almajiri amidst covid as well as sensi�ze the 

Almajiri 

almajirichildrights.org

Media Appearance 
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Partnership 
Funding

UNICEF; 12,8000

LEAP AFRICA; 1.2 million

Macarthur ; 3 million

Street child UK; 7 million 
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